
TIFERES TODAY
April 15, 2016sVolume 7 / Issue 6

Winter trip. Cancelled. Winter trip! Rescheduled! On Thursday, March 10, Tiferes Bais Yaakov took to 

the slopes of Snow Valley. Girls had the opportunity to ski, snowboard, or go tubing. All day TBY was 

dispersed over the melting snow enjoying the day off from school. Girls learned new skills whether 

it be skiing or snowboarding, or just seeing how loud they could scream while being tossed down 

the hill at the tubing centre. Everyone had a fantastic time! Thank you Miss Feigenbaum for organiz-

ing (and reorganizing again!) the trip, and special thank you to Mrs. Drutz, Miss Benshabat, and Miss 

Grayson for chaperoning us!

Tiferes Bais Yaakov Wishes You A Chag Kasher V’Sameach

Calendar Corner

Monday, May 16, 2016
Safa Literacy Test - Grade 11

April 18-29, 2016
Pesach Break

Monday, May 2, 2016
School Resumes

Mazel Tov

Winter Trip

May 27-29, 2016
Retreat

 

Rabbi and Mrs. Feigenbaum on the marriage 
of their grandson

Dr. and Mrs. Friedman on the engagement of 
their son

Mr. and Mrs. Sherman on the birth of their son



Rosh Chodesh Adar II
8:00 PM. Grade 12 limped into school after a long day of skiing, 

to sleep over and convert the school into Achashveirosh’s palace. 

Mrs. Wise sponsored the pizza, girls brought popsicles, ice cream, 

and candy, and Miss Feigenbaum stayed all night to chaperone. 

After a well balanced meal, we got to work! Our hard hats went 

on and the Throne Room, Palace Entry, Haman’s Haunted House, 

Spa, Banquet Hall, Esther’s and Vashti’s Bedrooms, and the Dun-

geon were built. Of course, this was not in the course of an hour! 

By 4 AM we were cleaning up and girls were sneaking off to get some sleep. The night was a blur and 

mostly fueled by slurpees. Everyone’s reactions the next day was totally worth the sleepless night! Hen-

nas were painted, pictures taken, and hamentashen devoured. Like the seniors were saying all night long, 

“All in a day’s work!”

Purim Party

Monkeys and preschoolers and princesses, oh my! Purim is no joke at Tiferes Bais Yaakov. On Purim night, 

Tiferes Bais Yaakov was transformed into a magical Candyland for all the girls to enjoy. Life size lollipops, 

cupcakes, candy, pasta and salad were spread around the room for all the hungry fasters that came run-

ning from Megillah reading. After settling in and taking lots of pictures, the skits started. The teachers, 

as well as Grades 9-12 put on hilarious skits that had the audience rolling on the floor. And then, the 

highlight of the night, Rabbi’s poem, and the new slogan, “elfy selfie”. The night was a grand success and 

a special thanks to our Purim Party Heads -  Tziporah Levi, Yael Encoua, Hadassah Landau, and Ariella Ros-

encrantz and of course Mrs. Shukroon. 



Chessed Activity Period

Math Contest

Mock Wedding

Basketball Game

9:25 AM. The wedding guests disguised as TBY students arrive 

into the wedding hall themed auditorium. 9:30 am. The chassan 

and kallah walk down the aisle. HAPPY ADAR! THE SENIORS ARE 

THROWING A MOCK WEDDING. 

The gowns were dusted off, the chuppah was draped, and the stu-

dents of TBY, well, they were clueless. Our very own Mishmeres 

heads Gabi Froom and Leah Friedmann got their Smichah and 

married the happy couple, Tzippy Fine and Nina Benyair. After the 

Sheva Brachos, the whole school broke out into dancing and sing-

ing for the happy couple. What a wonderful way to spend Adar! 

Mazel tov!

Terrific Teachers vs Super Seniors! Grab your popcorn - this 

game is going to be fun! 

On Wednesday March 14, hand picked Seniors competed 

against TBY teachers for the winning title. It was a fast paced 

game with multiple penalties. The Fundies arranged for the 

entire school to gather in the Gym with popcorn and pizza in 

hand, to watch the game. The atmosphere was exciting and 

spirit was rising. The Seniors took the trophy and were de-

clared winner with a score of 26-14 Seniors. Both teams shook 

hands and everyone continued on with their day.  ANOTHER 

TBY LUNCH tackled!

While Chessed of course never stops, Tuesday, April 5 was the last Chessed Activity Period for this school 

year. For this Activity Period, all the students had an amazing Chessed opportunity. The whole school 

was split up into seven different groups to go all over Toronto to help out the community. The girls went 

to help out with Camp Aim, Bikur Cholim, Terrace Gardens, Bernard Betel, Montessori, Tomchei Shabbos, 

and Pesach Packaging. All of the students were given the opportunity to interact and give back to the 

community in  a group setting. While the girls had a great time performing acts of Chessed, the impact 

they had on the organizations was felt immediately as noted in the following excerpt from an email Rabbi 

Feigenbaum received from Bikur Cholim: “I wanted to thank you for sending the TBY students to help out 

yesterday!  Not only did they do a tremendous Chessed in helping us out, but their sterling behaviour 

and simcha to help was beautiful to see! They did the work efficiently and in an organized and pleasant 

manner, displaying impeccable middos tovos!”

TBY  had good representation in the University of Waterloo Math Contests this year.  We had seven Grade 

9 students, six Grade 10 students, and four Grade 11 Students.  In addition, two grade 12 students will 

be writing the Grade 12 University of Waterloo Euclid Math Contest this week.  We wish them well in this 

challenge. A medal is awarded to the top student in each contest provided a minimum standard is met.  

Mrs. Drutz is pleased to state that we will be giving out three medals at our Closing Banquet to our top 

Grade 9, 10 and 11 student in June and will be notified in May of our Grade 12 students. Congratulations 

to all for your efforts. 

 This contest is certainly a tradition at TBY, as we have been participating for 16 years.  We look forward to 

next year’s University of Waterloo Contest to once again challenge our students. Thanks to Mr. Zolis for a 

fine job in overseeing the Math Contests. 



Recycling & SweatersDear Rabbi Feigenbaum,

Last night we held our annual Maddie Leventhal Mi-

vkeh Fundraiser.  Amy Stopnicki launched her brand 

new recipe book and we Baruch Hashem had a sold 

out crowd. Leah Berman,  Meirav Stopnicki and Shira 

Cohen arranged for over 20 Tiferes girls to volunteer 

their time to help us.

We know how much work these girls ALL have and I 

know that the south girls still had to travel back south late, making it a long day.  But they put ev-

erything aside and put their hearts into helping, and we were so impressed with all of them. They 

arrived with smiles and in true Tiferes style got right in ready to help.   You can be very proud of 

them.  It was a beautiful Kiddush Hashem.

May you always get nachas from these beautiful girls and thank you for helping to instill in them a 

real sense of community.

Fondly

Lisa Berman and Suzanne Kaye

Co-chairs Maddie Leventhal Mikveh Centre

Holocaust Memorial

As a part of Tiferes Bais Yaakov’s first year of running the 

English Presentation and Speaking Skills course (EPS3O), 

the Grade 11 class has been tasked with commemorating 

the Churban Europa Holocaust in a meaningful and ever 

lasting way. The girls have each researched and selected a 

Holocaust survivor’s story that has resonated with them. 

Along with presenting their survivor’s story to their peers, 

each girl has taken ownership of a brick on TBY’s Holo-

caust Memorial wall. After reflecting on the meanings and 

messages that they derived from their chosen story, each 

student has painted an image or phrase on their brick as 

a way to pay tribute to their survivor. This year’s EPS class 

has taken great care in recognizing the faith, strength, resilience, and fortitude embodied in those who 

endured the Holocaust, and more so, they have recognized that they are the last generation to experience 

the first-hand telling of Holocaust survivor stories. As such, the girls will be honoured with the presence of 

Mrs. Engel, a Holocaust survivor who has kindly offered to speak to the grade about her incredible journey. 

It is our hope at TBY that our students will hold these shared stories close to their hearts and continue to 

impart their messages so that the lessons  from the Shoa will never be forgotten.
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Project US Lunch & Learn
This month about 50 girls joined together for our third Project US lunch and learn. It started with a great 

video presentation by Rabbi Y.Y. Rubinstein teaching us about Sinas Chinam. He explained in the video that 

if we love the people around us enough, we won’t feel the need to speak badly about them. The video had 

the girls listening intently and laughing at the same time - as Rabbi Rubenstein brought home the message 

in a humorous yet down to earth way. After the video the girls enjoyed fresh hot French Fries and played 

a hysterical game of of “Two Truths and a Lie” - which really brought home the concept that if we change 

our perception of people, we would change how we speak about them. An entertaining and inspiring time 

was had by all! 

On Monday, April 4, TBY had a kick-

off assembly for our new initiative - 

school-wide recycling.  This program 

was spearheaded by the Grade 9 

Geography class, with support from 

Mrs. Drutz.  Rabbi Feigenbaum in-

troduced the program by explaining 

the importance of the Torah prohi-

bition of “bal tashchis.’ Though we 

normally associate this with wasting 

food, in truth, the Torah demands 

that we not waste any of the resources Hashem gives us. Just as we will give an accounting after 120 years 

as to how we spent the money Hashem sent us, so too we will need to give an accounting as to how well 

we took care of all the resources Hashem has given us. In that light, the students presented a video on 

recycling, created a powerpoint presentation, discussed with the students “What goes into the Blue Bin” 

and presented a video which they produced on Sweater Day.  

Sweater Day was held on Tuesday, April 5th for all students and staff to promote wearing sweaters and 

turning down the school temperature, so that we could experience saving energy while simply wear-

ing sweaters.  Blue bins have been put into all classrooms and office areas, with instructions on what to 

recycle found throughout the school.  In addition a “Green Box” is in Mrs. Drutz’s office for students and 

staff to drop off any questions about recycling, as well as make recommendations for future projects in 

recycling at TBY.   Answers to questions will be on the monitors throughout the school so that the TBY stu-

dents and staff can learn from others’ questions.  Teachers are encouraged to use GOOS paper - Paper that 

is Good On One Side wherever possible,  to reuse paper that still has potential usefulness. The intention is 

that every year the current Grade 9 students will give leadership to this worthwhile project.  In addition, 

students from older grades will be encouraged to become involved in this initiative by participating in a 

school environmental club, which is planned to begin in the fall of our next school year.



Purim Jeopardy

Health Workshop

Activity Period

Law Class Guest Speakers

Yom Iyun

As a prelude to Purim, organized by our very own Mrs. Lipner, Tiferes had an interactive Yom Iyun that 

everyone found to be quite “beautiful”. The concept behind the the Yom Iyun was to show the students 

that things are not always what they seem. “Taamu U’reu Ki Tov Hashem”. There is most definitely a bigger 

picture that is found in the Purim story, and each student was given the ability to grasp this concept both 

physically and spiritually.

Each girl was assigned a room in which a teacher gave out booklets filled with Divrei Torah showing that 

what was revealed in the bigger picture of the Purim story was actually concealed in each of the minor 

steps which unfolded throughout the 12 years that Megilas Esther occurred. The students were then given 

the challenge to use a small mirror to guide them through a maze setup in the back of each classroom. The 

lesson we learnt was that you can’t simply rely on yourself alone to guide you through life’s path, but rather 

you must recognize the the constant hidden hand that Hashem provides for us daily. 

To conclude the program the Yom Iyun heads, Ariella Reiter and Aviva Leibowitz created a “zoom in, zoom 

out” game where the students were shown a zoomed in image of a place or item in the school and they 

had to guess what the bigger picture was. The program was a great success and gave each student the 

reminder that Hashem has a greater plan for all of us. We are only to do the best we can and Hashem will 

guide us through the rest of the way!

Safa ISP
The Chumash Kvutzot joined together on Taanis Esther for a fierce game of Purim Jeopardy. Though the 

students all walked into the room weak and tired from their fasting, it didn’t take long for them to wake 

up and take part in the competition. While Grade 10 claims to hold the title of Jeopardy champions, and 

the Seniors may dispute that - all the girls truly impressed their teachers with their knowledge of some 

tough Purim trivia! 

Mrs. Aura Woznica was a guest speaker in the Grades 9-12 Phys. Ed classes. Mrs. 

Woznica holds a degree in Applied Science in Nutrition and Food. The girls had a very 

interactive lesson about dispelling myths about nutrition and nutrients. (The True or 

False quiz was very telling!) For example: Is honey more nutritious than white sugar? 

Students learned about topics such as Canada’s Food Guide, how to use their palms/

fingers to measure portion size, and they created personal SMART goals with their 

nutrition and exercise in mind. The session was informative and engaging - and the 

feedback was that it was enjoyed by all! 

 

As we get close to Pesach, we have come to the end of our final session of 

Activity Period. Thank you to our facilitators Miss Brittany Grayson, Mrs. 

Leah Axelrod, Mrs. Chani Dayan and Mrs. Penina Benia for ensuring the 

success of these programs. The girls enjoy this weekly break from classes 

and the chance to learn new skills and discover inner talents. Thank you 

to our Student Activities Coordinator, Mrs. Shukroon who works tirelesly 

with the Student Council to create such programs! 

 

Over the past few months, the Grade 12 Law Class has been privileged to hear from three frum lawyers: 

Mrs. Nemetz, Mr. Lerner and Mrs. Gottlieb. These speakers, all accomplished lawyers in their own right, 

have represented to the students what it is possible to achieve while still adhering to a strong and vibrant 

Torah lifestyle. 

The Grade 11’s in Mrs. Shukroon’s Safa Kvutza Vav have just finished their Safa ISP on the topic of “Differ-

ent Cultures around the World”. Each girl had to choose a different culture, and in addition to the written 

aspect of their project, each girl made a beautiful presentation wearing traditional clothing of different 

cultures, bringing special foods and talking about the history, the languages, symbols and uniqueness of 

each culture. And of course as it is Safa class - these presentations are made entirely in HEBREW!

In honour of Purim, Mrs. Shukroon’s Safa Class has a 3 week game of “Hagamad Ve’Haanak” in which 

each girl had a classmate which is her secret “gamad” 

and she sent her notes secretly during the game (yes, 

in Hebrew!).The game ended right before Purim where 

each girl made Mishloach Manot that described her ga-

mad. She then had to explain her Mishloach Manot (in 

Hebrew of course) to the class and the girls had to guess 

who her gamad was. The girls were so excited to play 

this game and had a great time! Believe it or not, study-

ing can be fun!



After School Clubs

Charleston Roar

OSSLT
F.Y.I Lunch & Learn

Yedios Klallios

Presidents Activity Period

On Thursday, March 31st, Grade 10 students at TBY wrote the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test along 

with students in Grade 10 across the province.  The OSSLT measures whether or not students are meeting 

the minimum standard for literacy across all subjects up to the end of Grade 9. Tiferes starts preparing its  

students for the test towards the end of Grade 9,  as well as in Grade 10. Successful completion of the lit-

eracy test is one of the requirements to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma.  We usually receive the 

student results at the end of June. Yasher Koach to all! 

Once again there was standing room only at Lunch and Learn! Worse – there was not enough sushi! But 

the Ruchniyus and depth of study certainly made up for all that. The pre-Pesach F.Y.I. Lunch and Learn was 

given by Mrs. Shira Lipner and had an overflow crowd of girls who chose to attend and learn about the 

symbolism of ridding ourselves of chametz and ingesting matzah. Mrs. Lipner examined the nature of each 

and how it affects our growth process, affecting our midos and our Emunah. A thank you to Mrs. Lipner for 

putting in so much time in preparing such an enlightening program for our girls.

The Yedios Klallios program is now up to its fourth unit – and growing stronger than ever. Baruch Hashem, 

our girls have added vast amounts of important information to their Torah storage banks. Some of the 

topics covered have been: Mitzvos Hateluyos Baaretz; Inyanei Tefila; important dates; names of important 

meforshim; and key Maamrei Chazal. All of this will be crucial for their success as intelligent and knowl-

edgeable Bnos Yisroel. And if that was not enough of an incentive, they have been earning tickets towards 

a fabulous end-of-the-year raffle which includes prizes such as tickets for Snow Valley and gift certificates 

to a variety of stores. It has been heartwarming to see how many girls have chosen to participate in this 

program, and the scores on their tests have been quite impressive!

This Tuesday, our Presidents Rachel Haber and 

Malka Spiegel ran the most creative activity period!  

While explaining that this month’s theme would be 

divided between an activity period and next Rosh 

Chodesh, the school joined together in the Gym 

turned paint studio. This month the theme is ‘One 

Brick at a Time’ - and therefore we made our own 

DIY puzzles. Each girl was given a canvas with a pic-

ture attached to it. That picture, as explained, was 

actually a piece to one of seven massive puzzles 

that the school would be painting. Each girl then 

painted their picture onto the canvas to create their 

own puzzle piece. Next Rosh Chodesh, the pieces 

will all be put together and everyone will see how 

their puzzle pieces help create a beautiful Pesach themed picture! It was an awesome scene, 120 girls sit-

ting around drop sheets painting away and forgetting about their school related stress. Hopefully, next 

Rosh Chodesh will show the brilliant artwork of TBY, and until then - Chag Kasher V’Sameach!

All good things must come to an end – Pesach break marks the end of 

the after school Art Club and Frumba. The girls had a wonderful time 

learning new Art skills, and the energy from Frumba was contagious! 

Our thanks to  Mrs. Bette Barmherzig, Rachel Bressler and Talia (Sil-

ver) Nacson who did such a wonderful job running these two clubs. 

The CD Club continues after Pesach break under the direction of Dori 

(Rothman) Meisels. IY”H our girls will be going to a recording studio 

to record the very first song for our upcoming CD. The Basketball Club 

continues to practise under the direction of Adena Gastfreund, and 

after Pesach will be competing against the Alumni of TBY.

Grade 10 History students were learning about what made the 1920s “roar”. They participated in learning 

the popular Charleston and had a “roaring” good time.



ALUMNAE

Reunion Shabbaton In Israel
Written by an Alumna
It was really beautiful to pull off a Shabbos Tiferes in Jerusalem. Running the kitchen was a bit easier as it 

was only our graduating class. After gathering in Michlalah from all our different seminaries, we spent Fri-

day cooking and cleaning up the Dira we were staying in. We had an amazing L’kovod Shabbos from Rabbi 

Feigenbaum’s weekly parsha video email, and then we greeted Shabbos with a full Kabbalas Shabbos as we 

have done all through high school. As we were making Kiddush Friday night, we reminded everyone that 

“Rav Pam’s Psak is to use your dominant hand for Kiddush” :)

Just like every Shabbos Tiferes we had a Dvar Torah, an Oneg and Game. But we had the added plus of walk-

ing to the Kosel for Mincha. We ended Shabbos on a high note with singing until Havdala. As we were saying 

havdala we repeated Rabbi Feigenbaum’s words that he ends every Shabbos Tiferes with, “Hinei Kel Yesh-

uasi”. Hinei- we are amazed. We are amazed at what we learned over this Shabbos. We are amazed at who we 

have become. We are amazed that even though we are on different paths, Tiferes will always be the home 

that keeps us together and united!

It is always a pleasure to see our alumnae around the building - especially when they are substituting, tutor-

ing or running extra-curricular programming! It was so nice to see Leah (Halbert) Axelrod, Rachel Bressler, 

Shayna Cohen, Shula Diena, Adena Gastfreund, Tova (Lavin) Hochman, Yael Jacobs, Sarah Kalkstein, Sara 

(Schlam) Meckler, Dori (Rothman) Meisels, Dahlia Milevsky, Talia (Silver) Nacson, Adina Rus Nadoff, Renanna 

Pellman, Rivka Perl, Shoshana Rosenblum, Miriam Schlam, Michal Silver, and Laya (Weitz) Spitzer.

Ana (Shor ’13) and Izzy Korobkin on the birth of their baby girl

Sara (Epstein ’08) and Adam Friedmann on the birth of their baby boy

Miriam Schlam (’14) and David Ventura on their engagement

Bunah Levitansky (’14) and Baruch Munk on their engagement

Chagit Feldman (’08) and Sefi Sternthal on their engagement

Nessia Pellman (’07) and Ben Axelrod on their engagement

Deena Rubenstein (’13) and Daniel Kachani on their engagement

Nechama Perl (’13) and Daniyel Pister on their engagement

Ayala (Buxbaum ‘13) and Michoel Shimanowitz on their marriage

Alumnae Visitors

Mazel Tov!


